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15 July 2021  
 

Dear All,            
 

Thank you very much for your understanding and support for us keeping our COVID secure measures in place until 
the end of term. We are aware that for some of you, that is proving frustrating and we’re really grateful for your 
continued vigilance. 
  

It has been made clear to us from the Department for Education (DfE) and Public Health England (PHE) that isolation 
policy remains in place until August 16th. 
 

As we have already stated, we will be keeping the COVID secure arrangements in place until the end of term. With 
the deadline of July 19th ahead of us, there have been some questions raised and this letter seeks to clarify some of 
these. 
  

From 19 July to the end of term, is it just a positive case who needs to isolate or do their households and contacts 
need to as well? 
 

The DfE’s and PHE’s response is: Current isolation policy will apply till the 16th August. If after the 19th July an 
individual is identified as a close contact they should self-isolate and order a PCR test. Where an individual is 
identified as a close contact, they will be advised to take a PCR test as soon as possible. 
 

 “The current self-isolation policy remains in place until the 16th August. From the 16th August, close contacts of 
positive cases who are children will not be required to self-isolate but will be advised to take a PCR test.  If the PCR 
test returns a positive result they must self-isolate. Self-isolation is not required while awaiting the result of the PCR 
test. Those individuals who are symptomatic should self-isolate, not attend school and book a test”. 
  
If a positive case is fully vaccinated, do they need to isolate after July 19th? 
The DfE and PHE response is: “Those who are fully vaccinated will not be required to isolate from 16 August if they 
are identified as a close contact.  Instead, they will be advised to take a PCR test. They do not have to isolate while 
awaiting the results of the PCR test. Self-isolation continues for those who have tested positive for COVID.” 
 

Schools will still need to carry out contact tracing duties until 6 days after the end of term. As you have been doing, 
should a pupil have a positive case in your household, please email covid19@castlemanacademytrust.co.uk, stating 
your child’s name, their school and class, the date symptoms first appeared and the date of your PCR test. Any 
further information will always help us be more robust in our contact tracing duties. 
 

Information from Local Authorities show that case rates are rising quickly - doubling every week in BCP - proving that 
the virus is hugely virulent. Therefore we really need to keep working on all the measures we have in place to make 
sure we all stay healthy and safe for the summer break. In some of our schools, staffing levels are severely reduced 
due to illness and there are real problems with ensuring adequate coverage and supervision. We will do all we can to 
keep everyone safe and remain open, but we do need your support.  If appropriate, keep up with testing at home. 
Please do keep wearing your masks on site, please do keep using hand sanitiser and washing your hands and social 
distancing is more important than ever to ensure Summer plans are not ruined. 
 

As ever, if you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

  
Rhonda Moore 
Chief Executive Officer 
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